uchess 
lies in 
o meet 


children 


If was literally a flying 
visit. when . HRH the 
Duchess of Kent made an 
informal visit to the special 
care unit at the Robert 
Clive School, Shrewsbury, 
in June. 
The 
Shawbury 


Duchess arrived at 


Aerodrome with 
her lady-in-waiting and after 
meeting county dignitaries 
she was whisked by car to the 
school. 

There she was greeted by a 
which — in- 
Chairman of The 
Mr Dorrien 


welcoming 
cluded the 
Spastics Society, 
Belson, the Director, Mr James 
Loring and Mrs Loring, the 
the Shropshire 
Spasticos Society, Mr J. E. 
Mabbott, and Mrs Mabbott, 
and the School’s headmistress, 
Mrs E. Lord. F 

Mr Belson, Mr Mabbott and 
Mrs then the 
Duchess to the special care 
unit where the teacher, Mrs 
E. D. Whittaker, chatted to 
the work she was 


party 


Ohairman = of 


Lord took 


her about 
doing with the children. 

The unit cares for children 
with both mental and physical 
disabilities, and all 25 are 
severely handicapped. They 
range in age from two to 12. 
The unit, which cost £52,000, 
is a fine example of charity 
and local authority co-opera- 
tion for the Society, the local 
Society and Salop County 
Council all contributed. It 
consists of teaching and play 
areas with therapy services 
and medical facilities. 

The Duchess toured the unit 
and had a chance to meet the 
Children and staff. She then 
unveiled a commemorative 
plaque in a day room, and 
Saw the rest of the school. An 
hour later it was time for the 
Duchess to say goodbye to the 
Children and staff, having seen 


for herself the success of the 
Unit, 


10,000 good reasons for’ 


joining Spastics Pool 


ONE of the first winners 
of the Spastics Pool’s new 
first dividend . prize of 
£10,000 was Mr Brian 
Gray, of Kingsbury Drive, 
Old Windsor, Berks. 
Lucky Mr Gray is seen 
with his wife, receiving the 
cheque from stage and TV 
personality Nicholas Par- 
sons at the Theatre Royal, 
Windsor. Nicholas was 
delighted to make the 
presentation as he is a keen 
member of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, 
and he knows how vital the 
Pool is to the cause. 


Are you a member of 
the Pool? If you are 
reading this paper you 
must be interested in the 
work for the handicapped, 
so why not join? You not 
only have the chance of 
winning big prizes each 
week (like Mr Gray), but 
you have the satisfaction 
of knowing you are helping 
others less fortunate than 
yourself, 

Please write for member- 
ship details to the Spastics 
Pool, Top Ten Promotions 
Ltd, Westmorland House, 
PO Box 215, 104 Stokes 
Croft, Bristol BS99 7QX. 


A welldeserved 


honourfor Dame 


THE Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List, published 
almost on the anniversary 
of the first Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics meeting 
in 1955, contained the news 
that Vera Lynn, a founder 
of SOS, had been made a 
Dame. 

She is the first 


SOS mem- 


Vera 


ber to receive a title although 
a number of members have 
received honours in previous 
years. 

‘Surprised and delighted’ 
was the description Sheila 
Rawstorne, Chief Executive of 
SOS gave of the SOS reaction 
to the news. ‘I rang her up, 
the Society sent a telegram 
and wherever I’ve gone I've 
had people saying: “Give me 
Vera’s address—I want to send 
her a telegram.” In fact she 
told me that the weekend of 
the announcement. was spent 
answering the phone, — the 
front door and the questions 
of the Press—as exhausting as 
any performance!’ 

One of the telegrams, in fact, 
came from Buckingham Palace 
and said quite simply: “Many 
congratulations on your well- 
deserved honour—Philip.” 

Said Dame Vera: ‘I have 
met Prince Philip a number of 
times at functions for chari- 
ties we are both interested in, 
like The Spastics Society, and 
World Wild Life Fund.’ 

The title is the second 
honour Dame Vera has 
received from the Queen—in 
1969 she was made an OBE 
for her services to charity, 
notably the SOS, of-which she 
is a former chairmaa, 


The 
Spastics 
Society New Series, Price 23 


JULY, 1975 


Joey, Ernie, Michael and Tom.. 


THAT inseparable quartet of 
friends whose lives were once 
bounded by the walls of St Law- 
rence’s Hospital, Caterham, Surrey, 


are off seeing the world — or as 
much as can be packed into a fort- 
night touring in a mini-bus. 

When Joey Deacon, whose story was 
first told in Spastics News, launched his 
book ‘Tongue Tied, written with the aid 
| of Ernie Roberts (who is the only one who 
can understand Joey’s speech), Michael 


says), and Tom Blackburn (who types 
what Michael writes), he said his one 
| ambition was to go round the world. 

An anonymous well-wisher, hearing of this, 
sent a gift of £100 and that was the start of 
Joey’s travelling fund. Since then the royalties 
of his book, which is now to be published in 
America, along with other. donations, has meant 
the realisation of a dream for the Famous Four, 
who have never had a holiday before. 


Dr Geoffrey Harris, the psychiatrist at. St 


| = a 


Sangster (who writes down what Ernie. 


Famous Four are off — 
to see the world 


Lawrence’s who has always taken a close inter- 
est in the quartet, said before they left: “Going 
round the world is in fact too ambitious, but 
we are going to France and Switzerland. It’s 
very exciting for all-of us... They've had their 
first vaccinations, their first passport photos and 
were taking wheelchairs for Joey and Ernie so 
we can do lots of sight-seeing.’ 

Dr Harris, who is sharing the driivng and 
nursing with nurse David Jenkins and Chris 
Bale, a journalist and member of the League of 
Friends, added: “We had two problems—Joey 
can't digest ordinary food and we could not get 
any accommodation.’ 

One solution was to fill the van with tins of 
baby food and the other was solved by Anita 
Loring, Secretary of the International Cerebral 
Palsy Society. Since none of Dr Harris’ letters 
of inquiry to addresses in France were 
answered, Anita wrote to friends in Paris who 
were able to book the travellers into a Paris 
hotel for four nights, a church centre for the 
handicapped at Gwatt, Lake Thun, Switzerland, 
for four nights, and a further night in Paris 
for the return, in the middle of July. 

Joey’s book has topped the 5,000 mark, so 
this could be just the first chapter of ‘Travels 
with Joey.’ 


Heatwave 
Warm-up 
to Games 


THE June heatwave was 
particularly welcome — as 
far as spastic sportsmen 
| and women were. con- 
cerned. All over Britain 
they have been taking part 
in the regional Spastics 
Games, which are the 
warm-up ‘qualifying events 
for the National Games. 
At the. South ~East 
Games, held at the Thomas 
Delarue School, at Ton- 
bridge, Helen Aveling (pic- 
ture right) was glad of a 
long cool drink from Tija 
| Bojanic, after competing in 
sizzling sunshine. Norman 
Clarke (below), of Patcham 
| House School, took time 
to give his pupils a bit of 
a pep talk. 
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> How young 
S Wicabled can 


‘exchange 
overseas 


FOR the last decade the 
English Speaking Union in 
Scotland has been sending 
high school students and 
young people on exchange 
visits to America, Canada and 
India. This year the Union 
has taken the new step of 
organising the scheme for the 
young disabled. 


Jan Gilmour, ESU’s -Direc- 
tor in Scotland, explained: 
“Fhe idea behind all ~ these 


schemes is to increase friend- 
ship between _ countries 
through mutual contact. We 
are pleased to have got this 
pilot scheme going for the dis- 
abled.’ 

Starting the ball rolling are 
fiwo girls from  Westerlea 
House at Murrayfield, a school 
for spastics, who have gone 
with a warden to America, 
and they will be followed by 
a party of deaf children going 
to families in Canada with 
deaf children. Later in the 
year a group of physically 
handicapped adults will be off 


tio the US. 


Spastic riders 
in display for 
Princess Anne 


DISABLED riders from _ the 
Midland Spastic Association 
put on a special equestrian 
display for Princess Anne 
recently. The Princess,- who 
is patron of the Riding for the 
Disabled Association, had 


_specially asked to see the team 


in action at the Seechem 
School of Equitation, Alve- 
church, Worcestershire. The 
school, which began five years 
ago. was the first of its kind 
im the country. 

Taking part in the display 
were 14 adult riders, 
siding demonstration included 
some jumping. They pre- 
sented the Princess with a 
hand-made wooden tray. 

Afterwards, the Princess 
went on to watch blind and 
partially sighted riders at the 
Annscroft Riding School near 
Shrewsbury. 


Generous cabbies 
SHEFFIELD taxi drivers pro- 


-wided a day out by the sea for 


40 local spastics and their 
families. As well as supplying 
free transport to and from 
Cleethorpes, the drivers also 
donated spending money for 


their handicapped passengers. 


——— 


INDALEX 
for 

aluminium 
extrusions 


INDALEX LTD 


KINGSDITCH LANE 
CHELTENHAM 


TEL 21641 (STD 0242) 
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Grim 


uture 


but Chairman 
is optimistic 


THE Spastics Society and its local groups will 
continue to expand and. improve the services 
they provide, despite inflation, said Mr Dorrien 
Belson, the Society’s Chairman, at Bath on 


Monday, June 16. 
-But Mr Belson sounded 
a warning that each one of 
the Society’s supporters 
would have to work tire- 
lessly and determinedly fo 
overcome the very real 
threats posed by inflation. 

Mr Belson was speaking 
at the annual general meet- 
ing of the Bath and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society, of 
which he is also President. 
Mr Belson and his wite 
have very close connec- 
tions with the Bath Society, 
of which Mrs Belson is a 
founder member. 

As an 
inflation 


illustration of how 
is hitting charitable 
bodies, Mr Belson cited the 
spastics education centre at 
Bath, which was a joint pro- 
ject between the — parent 
Society and its local group. 
The estimated cost had been 


Cheshire Home gift 


A CHESHIRE Home will rise 
on the banks of Chipstead 
Lake in Kent, thanks in part 
to The Spastics Society. 

On hearing of the Society's 
£20,000 donation to the 
£125,000 campaign appeal, the 
organiser, the Rev Ian Ogilvie, 
commented: ‘Marvellous—it’s 
a great boost for our cam- 
paign and our supporters.’ 


£19,000, but the. actual cost 
rose eventually to £43,000. 


One way in_ which _ the 


national Society could stem the 


tide of inflation was by spend- 
ing money to bring forward its 
building programme. It was 
obviously much cheaper to 
build now than it would be in 
a few years’ time. 

‘There can be no doubt that 
financially we face a very diffi- 
cult future, said Mr Belson. 
‘Nevertheless, we owe it to the 
many thousands of people who 
depend on our support to face 
the future with optimism, and 
determine that far from -cut- 
ting back the services we pro- 
vide for spastics we shall go 
on and continue to expand. 
If we strike that attitude and 
really believe in ourselves we 
cannot be beaten.’ 

He added that in Bath the 
local Society was hoping to 
provide yet another classroom 
for its education centre at the 


Bath and Wessex Hospital 
School. And it was backing 
the Wiltshire Appeal for 


money to provide a day centre 
and hostel at Odstock Hospi- 
tal, Salisbury, for severely dis- 
abled school leavers. 

The Bath and __ District 
Spastics Society embraces 
West Wiltshire as far as Long- 
leat and Warminster, part of 
Somerset up to Frome, and 
part of Avon as far as Keyn- 


sham, as well as. Bath and its 


immediate e environs. 


Their fortnight of 


fund-raising 


SECOND-YEAR 

Larkmead School, 
Berkshire, 
night of their spare time or- 


pupils of 
Abingdon, 


spent a whole fort- 


ganising fund-raising events, 
such as a sponsored silence, a 
sponsored run and jumble 
sales. Their efforts resulted in 
a donation of £230 to the spas- 
tics day centre at the Churchill 
Hospital, Oxford, run by the 


Oxfordshire Spastics Society. 


if 


Below stairs help 


by star's daughter 


COLWALL Court, the 
holiday home run by the 
Stars Organisation . for 
Spastics for spastic child- 
ren, may be top of the bill 
with its young guests, but 
it was definitely below 
stairs for entertainer Leslie 
Crowther’s daughter Lynd- 
sey. 


Lyndsey, 21, spent 


several months in the 
kitchens as an_ assistant 
cook but is now slaving 
over a stove of her own. 


She has left the holiday — 


hotel to get married. 


Picture by courtesy of- 
the Bexhill Observer. — 


Ratty was right, say 
canal boat children 


How to find - 
that chalet — 


INQUIRIES regarding 


the 
beach chalet at Rhyl mentioned | 
in last month’s ‘Spastics, News,’ 


DOUGHTY-WEBB 


& COMPANY LIMITED 


ENGINEERS 


BRIGG ROAD, SCUNTHORPE 
SOUTH HUMBERSIDE DNI16 1AX 
Telephone: Scunthorpe 66226/7 


SNJy18 


Communal and Closed Circuit 
Television Systems by 


Aerialfix Ltd. 


30 Grosvenor Street, Hull HU3. IRU 
Telephone: 25571 (3 lines) 


FIRE ALARM AND TELEPHONE INSTALLATIONS 
One of the North of England’s largest UHF/VHF aerial 


contractors 
SNIy8 


When in the West Country 
Enjoy MARTIN’S 
CORNISH DAIRY ICE CREAM 


Made purely for you" 


Only the finest fresh Cornish Milk and Cream 
is used in the manufacture at our modern 
hygienic factory by Cornish craftsmen... also 


world-famous for Genuine Cornish Clotted 
Cream sold on the premises or by post. 


MARTIN’S DAIRY (LOOE) LIMITED 


FORE STREET, LOOE. Telephone 2749 


SN}yé 


‘NOTHING,’ said Ratty in Kenneth Grahame’s 
children’s classic ‘Wind in the Willows’ — is nicer 
than ‘messing about in boats.’ And just how true 
that is 20 children from the Society’s Meldreth 
Manor School discovered for themselves, when 
they took to the water for a canal boat holiday. 


should in future be addressed — 
to Mrs L. Platt, chairman of — 
Rhuddlan and Delyn Spasties — 
Group, 9 Coast Road, Rhyl, 
Clwyd (tel 53342). 
The chalet, which is next to” 
a public car park with no 
steps, can be reserved by the : 
day for the use of spastics ane) 
their families. 


believed to have been the 
first of its kind and was 
arranged by two teachers, 
Ken Osborn and Alan 
Counsell who had organ- 
ised fund-raising events 
earlier in the year to help 
pay for the trip. And in 
addition, Major Griffin, of 
the Wyvern Shipping Co 
Ltd, whose _ daughter 
Susan used to go to Mel- 
dreth, reduced the fee for | 
the boats by half. 


The children, with ten tea- 
chers, went on four canal boats 
and thoroughly explored the 
Grand Union Canal for a week. 
Other children from the school 
came on day-long visits. Trevor 
Jeavons, the deputy. head, is 
producing a film of the school’s 
Water gypsies which he hopes 
will raise money for another 
voyage next year. 

The only mishap of the trip | 
was when one child and two | 
teachers fell in the water — 
they were all gutekty rescued, 


Roiind Table Gift 


| 
MEMBERS of Leigh Round | 
Table, Essex, have collected 
£360 to buy a specially-adapted 
electric typewriter. for. handi- 
capped pupils of Kingsdown 
School, Westcliff. The machine | 


Fhese% p:6 dato nas | 


will be of special benefit to 
spastics children who have 
hand disabilities, 


THIS SPACE DONATED BY 


Computer Addressing Systems Ltd | 
and Mailing and Mechanisation Ltd | 


83 Copers Cope Road, Beckenham 
Kent. Telephone: 01-658 2233 


Specialists in 


COMPUTER OUTPUT, ADDRESSING AND 
MAILROOM EQUIPMENT 


Rolling sai Shutters and Rolling é Grilles are a 

manufactured and installed by | 

SYSTON ROLLING SHUTTERS LIMITED 
Albert Street, Syston, Leicester 

Tel: Syston 4841 


A complete advice service together with jhiustrated 
literature readily available, 


Telex: 341272 


~ Relentlessly, year after 
year, she slashed her way 
through local government 
red tape and = cautious 
officialdom to get her own 
way. She badgered the 
well off and persistently 
loosened the purse-strings 
of a public that was over- 
_ whelmed by her dedication 
and energy. 

On June 6 that dream— 


Soldiers in 
Pied Piper 
town mark 
 upa big 
donation 


HAMELIN in Gerrnany 


is not just famous for 
its Pied Piper, as far 
as The Spastics Society 
is concerned, for in the 
British Forces garrison 
town thrives a Darts 


league which has 
charmed close on 
£1,400 from its con- 


testants’ pockets. 

Readers of Spastics News 
will recall that Mrs B. V. 
Ellis, of Hamelin, contac- 
ted the Society with news 
of the League’s formation 
and its decision to support 
the Society’s work. 

“Recently, despite. a broken 
leg, Mrs Ellis sent off a 
cheque of DM700—the result 
of the Grand Fnals Night. 
local businesses as well as 
- soldiers contributed to the 
_ Success. Prinz Ferries and 
_ Townsend, Thorensen, two 

shipping firms responsible for 

Carrying soldiers and_ their 
- families between the Continent 
and the UK, donated first 
prizes of return tickets with 
cabin accommodation for two 
People.” 

The money raised is going 
to be used for equipment for 
the Adult House Unit at Har- 
_ Penden at the special request 
_ of the Darts League. 


Lost a wheelchair? 


_ AFTER competing at the 
_ Society's recent wheelchair 
dance festival in London, the 
> Sea Shells team from Bourne- 
Mouth loaded somebody else's 
Wheelchair on to their coach 
by mistake. Now they are 
Very anxious to return it to its 
Owner. 

So far all inquiries have 
Proved fruitless, but if you 
se fost a grey wheelchair with a 
lack “seat and back at the 
“Festival, please get in. touch 
With the Secretary of the Sea 
‘Shells, Miss E. Akehurst, 59 
Frederica Road, Bournemouth 
BHO 2LY, who will return it 


Atter 20 years | 
Lil Stockdale's 
lope is reality 


TWENTY years ago a woman who wouldn’t take 
‘no for an answer dedicated herself to what must 
have then seemed an impossible dream — one 
that would mean a new life for scores of handi- 
capped children and their parents. 


| 


a superb £100,000 centre 
for handicapped children 
that bears her name— 
became a reality. The Lil 
Stockdale Centre of the 
Sale, Altrincham and Dis- 


trict Spastics Society in 
Harbero Road, Sale. 
Cheshire, was officially 


opened by Baroness 
Masham, the Countess of 
Swinton—herself a tireless 
worker for handicapped 
people and, like Lil Stock- 
dale—now confined to a 
wheelchair. 


It was a 


heart-warming 


ceremony. As Mrs Stockdale 
told the packed hall of the 
centre that will now provide 
badly-needed full-time accom- 
modation for children: ‘This 
building marks the end of 
what, in my little way, I 


started to do 20 years ago. 
‘LT have had wonderful sup- 
port all these years and I do 


not think { have ever been 
refused when I’ have asked for 
help. 


THE sun shone for the opening of the Lil Stockdale Centre, and enjoying it before the | 
ceremony were Councillor G. Carnall, Mayor of Trafford; the Rey J. M. Innes, Vicar 
of St Mary’s Church; Mr W. Sayle-Creer, Chairman; Violet Carson; Mr G. N. Elliott, 
treasurer; while Mrs Lil Stockdale, President, and Baroness Masham, examine the 
Picture by courtesy of Sale Guardian. 


programme. 

County councillor Mrs Joan 
Harries, President of the Sale 
and Altrincham Society for 
Mentaily Handicapped, ex- 
plained some of the reasons 
why Mrs Stockdale got sher 
way. 


Her hopes 
‘I was governor of the school 
here when it first opened,’ she 


said. “Lil asked me to go 
round the building with her 
and-as we walked round she 
talked about her hopes and 
aspirations—what she could 
see and what she wanted to 
do. Today all these things 
have come about. 


‘1 know that everyone here 
will agree with me that this 
was entirely because of her— 


her drive, her implacable will 
and, what is more, her thwart- 
ing of red tape. 

‘There must be some officers 
at Cheshire County Council 


still smarting from __ their 
chastisements off Lil—and 
rightly so.’ 


Baroness Masham spoke of 
some of the heartbreak cases 
she has investigated in her 
work for handicapped people 
and of- the great need for 
nationwide facilities such as 
those at the new centre. 


She  oongratulated the 
society, adding: ‘But the big- 


gest congratulations go to Lil 
Stockdale. It needs somebody 
to have the inspiration to put 


ideas inte reality before the 
ball starts rolling.” 
The countess unveiled two 


_ plaques— 


the project. Mrs 


opening key. 


Among others attending the 
Carson 
Street’s Ena 
Sharples) and Councillor G. H. 
of Trafford, 
Stock- 
legend 
country 
because of her refusal to take 


ceremony was Violet 


(TY Coronation 


Carnall, 
who commented: ‘Mrs 
dale’s name became a 
throughout — the 


Mayor 


an answer.’ 
new centre, 


no for 


The which can 


house up to 25 children and is 


operational seven days a week, 


was originally a private house | 


which the Society extended. It 
began taking in handicapped 
children at the beginning of 
the year. 


All because of Tom Jones 
— there s £500 for spastics 


MR BILL PATON, Chairman of the Swansea and District Spastics Association, with | 
someone who must be one of Tom Jones’ most generous and ardent American fans, 
Nancy Ross, who made the journey back to the boy from Pontypridd’ s home town to’ 
give his favourite charity £500 and a signed photograph. Also in the picture are the 


Ladies’ Guild of the West Cross Spastics Centre. 
Picture by courtesy of South Wales Evening Post. 


More gifts on the way from America 


NANCY ROSS just can’t 
stop loying Tom Jones, so 
as a gesture she left the 
green, green grass of home 
in the USA for the green 
valleys of the Jones’ boy’s 
childhood home in Wales 
—to present £500 to the 
gravel - throated — singing 
star’s favourite charity. 

The money was raised by 
the ‘Bridge across the Pond 
chapter of the Tom Jones 
National Fan Club of which 
Nancy is president, and she 
flew from her Bel Air, Mary- 
land, home with the cheque 
and a signed portrait of Tom, 
on behalf of the British and 
American chapter members, 


Their association with the 
West Cross Centre started two 
when the 


years ago chapter 


asked Tom what sort of pro- 
ject near his home he would 
hike to 


the 


benefit, and he chose 


children. The 
money was raised both here 
and in the US. ‘We raised 
most of the money by selling 
photographs of Tom at very 
reasonable prices. These went 
yery, very well and we alo 
sokd a calender, said Nancy, 


Now the money will go to 
furnish a bedroom at the Long- 
fields, West Cross © Spastics’ 
Centre, and the picture of Tom 
will hang on the wall. 

Nancy spent two weeks ia 


spastic 


‘for some 


W whos 
stay img 


after the presentation, 
the 


sane road that Tom grew up 


with a family in 


in im Pontypridd. ‘I’ve been 
corresponding with this family 
time and we've got 
very close.” 

Apart from the Tom Jones’ 
room at the centre, the chap- 
ter haye been involved with 
sending the 60 residents at the 
centce, Christmas and birthday 
gifts. “And we'll continue to 
do so, said Nancy, ‘I'm very 
tmpressed with what ye seen 
here today and with the 
wordertul hospitality and wel- 
come T'ye received since com- 
im to Wakes. Everyone's 
momie oe fool hike a Queen,’ 


The book you 


need in 
Jersey 


AN access guide to the island 
of Jersey has been published 
for the benefit of disabled 
holiday makers. Hotels, guest 
houses and holiday camps are 
listed which have © either 
ground floor bedrooms or lifts. 
There is also a survey of shops 
and restaurants around the 
central market in St Helier 
which are suitable for wheel- 
chair users or unsteady 
walkers. 

In addition, the main tourist 
attractions and entertainment 
centres haye been investigated 
by the team of handicapped 
people who helped to compile 
the guide. 

‘Access in Jersey’ is avail- 
able free of charge from: The 
State of Jersey Tourism Com- 
mittee, Weighbridge, St Helier, 
Jersey, Channel Islands. 


+ Comfortable hard- 
wearing seating 


¥- Ideal for beach, garden, 


picnics, holidays 


into small space 
% Made from strong 


unique ribbing 


foot pump 
Send to: 


‘one of them thanking 
all those who had helped in 
Stockdale 
presented her with a symbolic 


¥% Goes anywhere; stows 


rubber reinforced with 


¥% Simple to inflate with 


News in 
brief 


A SELECTION from the work 
of a disabled artist who died 
in 1947 has been sold to help 
spastics. The artist was J: 
Dudley (1894-1947), 
handicapped following a spinal 
whose 


Haynes 


childhood, 
family had associated 
with West Middle- 
sex, for over 200 years. 
Recently the London 
Borough of Hillingdon held an 
Haynes’ work 
and by special request of his 
Mrs M. A. Reyner 
a number of etchings 


injury in 
been 
Drayton, 


exhibition of ~ 


sister, 
Barton, 
and signed aquatints were sold 
in aid of The Spastics Society. 
The London 
Region has received £232 as a 


Society's 


result of the exhibition, which 
will enable one young spastic 
trainee to attend Pinner Work 
Centre for a year. 


EES 

CAMBRIDGE and Distriet 
Spastics Society is to give 
£1,000 to the local Roger 
Ascham School for handi- 
capped children. It is hoped 


that this will provide a small 
indoor games extension for the 
children. 


ONCE again, the Swansea and 
District Spastics Association 
has received £700 from the 
Sister Susie Club. This is the 
22nd annual donation made by 
the club to local spastics. 


The Swansea group has alse 
been given £235 from a cabaret 
evening at the Rainbow Club, 
Gorseinon, 


THE Royai Scottish Museunt 
in Edinburgh has now been 
made accessible to disabled 
and elderly visitors. A new 
entrance without steps has 
been provided and there are 
now ground floor toilets with 


wide doors suitable for 
wheelchair users. The upper 
floors of the museum are 
accessible by lift. 
Ria 


A FAIR held by Torbay Com- 
mittee of the Devon and 
Exeter Spastics Society made a 
profit of £420. 


A SPONSORED walk 
of Colwall Court holiday 
home ‘in Sussex run by the 
Stars Organisation for Spas 
tics, has raised £700. The 
money will go towards a new 
floor in the dining room. 


in aid 


INFLATABLE 
PORTABLE 
CHAIR 


Only 


£8-95 


+V.A.T. @71p 
including pump, 
postage and packing 


10% discount for two 
or more, with money 
back guarantee. 
Allow two weeks for 
delivery. 

Send cash with order, 


Newton Aids, 2a Conway Street, London W.1. 
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JUSTINE LORD officially opens this year’s fete organised by the Friends of Dene 


Park. 


Disabled drivers must take 
action on unsafe’ vehicle 


Justine 

was star 

of Dene 
Park show 


THE annual fete at the 
Society’s Dene Park Fur- 
ther Education Centre, 
near Tonbridge, Kent. was 
this year officially opened 
by actress Justine _ Lord, 
who plays the part of Kelly 
in ITV’s ‘Crossroads.’ 

In her speech of welcome 
to the fete, Miss Lord 
spoke of the problems of 
completing new projects in 
a time of rapidly increasing 
costs, and said that the 
Friends of Dene Park were 
now aiming to raise £4.000 


for a work experience’ 
unit at the centre. 
I WOULD like to seek the independent reports carried them to have accidents, should She expressed thanks to 


support of your newspaper in 


out by the Consumers Associa- 


see a solicitor and obtain 


various local people who had 


TAKING time off from 


‘Crossroads,’ 


JULY 197s 


Justine Lord 


(right) talks to some of the Dene Park students who took 
part in a sponsored walk at the centre’s annual fete. 
Pictures by courtesy of the Kent Messenger: 
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Society in the future, I would 
like to record that, for the 
next two years, my address will 
be 62 Barrington Road, Salis- 


the-DHSS that they would ‘ike 
fo arrange an independent 
technical examination to be 


MANY families with a disabled child or adult often prefer to go 
on holiday with their own caravan rather than face the unknown 
quantities of hotel or boarding house living. 


imto operation, the Southamp- 
ton spastics group will close its 
present Work Centre at Rich- 
mond Street, Southampton. 


jects alone. It 


is essential, 
therefore, that we should pool — 
resources whenever necessary 
to ensure that vital services for a 
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7 bury, Wilts, and any contact carried out on their damaged A newly-published book, ‘All About Caravan Holidays,’ Most of the workers there will handicapped people contmmue a 
with friends from the Society tricycles. ; although not specifically aimed at the disabled, gives some useful transfer to Chandler's Ford. to be provided.’ 
| will be most welcome. Tricycle drivers who sustain | advice for anybody planning a holiday on wheels. 
; With regards to all, injury or additional disable- The author is Christine Fagg, whose earlier publication, 
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_joint..winners 


This win has 


uth East London all 
“hey are the second win- 


ers of the award, inaugur- 
ated only last year by the 
Mayor of Southwark. 
They were nominated by 
Wiiliam’s father, Mr H. 
Dixon, past Chairman and 


| the South London Spastics 
| Group. 
| ‘It was a bit of a lark 
Tteally,’ said Christine, ‘We 
hadn't = done . anything 
|| Special during the year, 
“just what you'd do any- 
| Way.” . 
_ The Dixons, who have been 
‘married for six years, live in 
a ground floor flat on a 
“modern council estate just off 
the Old Kent Road. Bill 
Works as a stores clerk at 
Rampart Engineering, a firm 
which makes fire extinguishers, 
just 10 minutes drive away. He 
| has been with the firm for 15 
years, having started on 
assembly work before gradu- 
ating to the clerical side 12 
‘years ago. 


Hand rails 


The council has put in a 
few hand rails around their 
flat to help with unsteady 
walking, but as neither is in a 
Wheelchair, no drastic aliera- 
tions have been necessary. 
- Christine finds the tiny kitchen 
somewhat inconvenient because 
it means that all drinks have 
to be taken through into the 
living room and she has the 
typical athetoid’s problem over 
Carrying liquids. 

‘But anything I can’t do 
Bill usually can,’ she said. 
| She does all the housework 

herself and the flat gleams like 

anew pin. She was offered a 
home help but did not feel it 
‘Was necessary. ‘When I’m get- 
ting on in years I might ask 
for one,’ she said. ‘But not 
how.’ Southwark, incidentally, 
is one of the best boroughs in 
London for social services. 

The bulk of their week’s 
Shopping is done on Friday 
€vening when Bill leaves work 
farly. They drive about two 
“Miles to the Co-op in Lordship 
Lane which has its own car 
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‘potless kitchen, 


present Vice-chairman of - 


RISTINE DIXON prepares to make coffee in her 


by Anne Plummer 


couple, who are both spastics, are 
) of Southwark Borough Council’s 
1975 Handicapped Personality of the Year award. 
This an appropriately local flavour 
because William Dixon, 
ristine, 37, have both lived in this area of 


32, 


and his- wife 


their lives. . 
park and 
allowed to 


where they 


the 


are 
use back 
entrance. 

As both the Dixons have 
difficulty in walking they have 
been allocated a Ministry of 
Health adapted mini. Christine 
admits that she leaves the 
to Bill these days, 
although she used to drive a 
battery-operated Invacar. 


Car praise 


‘ve no criticism of them,’ 
she told me, ‘It’s all very well 
for Graham Hill to talk. He’s 
able to walk well, but I can’t 
use public transport and 
wouldn’t have been able to go 
to work at all if I hadn’t had 
my little car.’ 


driving 


_ Before becoming a full-time 
housewife, Christine worked 
for 11 years with a light 
engineering firm in South Lon- 
don, having previously com- 
pleted an 18-month course at 

Sherrards Training Centre ia 
Hertfordshire. Earlier she 
had been a member of The 
Spastics Society’s first-ever 
assessment course held at 
Thomas Delarue School in 
1958. 

She first met Bill when both 
were pupils at the local school 
for physically handicapped 
children. ‘But I couldn’t stand 
him then!’ They met again as 
adults through the South Lon- 
don. Spastics Group, of which 
Christine is now a committee 
member. Bill is also Chair- 
man of the Camberwell Dis- 
abled People’s Club, an inde- 
pendent society for mixed 
disabilities which meets every 
Wednesday evening. 

The couple sometimes feel 
a clash of loyalties between 
the two organisations, as hap- 
pens at the large annual! 
charity fete held each sum- 
mer under the auspices of 
Southwark Borough Council. 
‘The Wednesday Club and the 
spastics group both expect us 
to be working for them,’ said 
Bill. 

Christine admits that her 
outspoken manner probably 
causes a stir when she attends 
meetings of the two groups, 
‘but [ must be myself. It’s no 


Personality prize couple 
think it was ‘a 


good pretending to be some- 
thing you're I'm the 
my hus- 
band’s the calming influence.’ 


not. 
explosive one and 


The Dixons feel a particu- 
lar sense of achievement this 
summer because they 
helped the South London 
Group to arrange a ‘package’ 
seaside holiday in July. For 
once, they have been able to 
time the journey when the 
visitors want 


have 


rather 
than an out-of-season date to 


to 20, 


suit the convenience of hotel 
staff. 

As Bill explained, ‘We've 
got several spastics who are 
working and like me can only 
get away when their firms close 
down for certain weeks in the 
summer. But most group 
holidays fer the disabled take 
place in April or October.’ 

This year the group has 
managed to book a coach for 
a week in July and has taken 
over most of a hotel in Devon. 

“They said they had to leave 
a few reoms vacant for Golden 


Rail visitors, put in Chris- 
tine, cheerfully. ‘Those Gol- 
den Rail people don’t know 


what’s coming to them.’ 
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CHRISTINE and Bill Dixon with the Southwark Trophy which they hold for the next 
year. The smaller award (right) is presented to each winner as a permanent memento 
of the occasion. Both trophies show silver figures holding laurel wreaths in the style of a 


Greek statues. Winners also receive a cash prize. 


The Orange Badge 
allows disabled people 
to park where others car’ 


- The Orange 
Badge scheme* which 
entitles disabled people—or 
their drivers—to special parking 
concessions, is being extended. 


At present, badge holders 
may leave their vehicles, without 
charge or time limit, at parking 
meters and restricted parking 

spaces. From Ist June drivers 
with blind passengers can also 
benefit from the concessions. 


And all badge holders can 
park for two hours on single or 
double yellow lines (when 
there is no ban on loading or 


unloading), 
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: Vehicles must not, 

however, be parked ina 
bus lane at times when 
restrictions apply—and should never 
be left in any place where they might 
cause obstruction. 


90, if you know any blind or 
disabled person, please tell them 
about the Orange Badge scheme, 
Further information,and a 
descriptive leaflet, should be 
available from your local council 
(Social Services department). 


*Some Inner London Boroughs have 
their own schemes. Different concessions 
apply in Scotland; please consult your ' 

_local council. 
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_ Independence is fine but eS 


Life outside a _ 
residential home 


isnt all roses 


by Peter Cook 


THERE has been a lot 
- of talk about the inte- 
gration of the handi- 


capped into society 
over the past few 
years. It is an ideal 


which few people can 
argue with, and there 
have been giant steps 
forward in this direc- 
tion, particularly since 
the passing of the Alf 
Morris Act. 

But even once the 
social barriers have been 
broken down, there are still 
massive obstacles standing 
in the way of integration. 
These are the _ serious 
practical problems which 
face a person confined to a 
wheelchair, who is attempt- 
ing to live in, what after all, 
is a very mobile world. 

Take Mr John Mat- 
thews, of Wilmington 
Road, Hastings, for an 
example. Mr Matthews is 
middle aged, and has spent 


much of his life in centres 


for spastics, including the 
SOS Wakes Hall centre. In 
such a centre, doors and 
cofridors-. are wide for 


* wheelchairs to pass through 


easily, bathrooms and 
toilets are accessible, 
switches and taps are adap- 
ied for easy use by people 
who would have difficulty 
operating the normal 
variety, there is transport 
provided for outings, shop- 
ping expeditions and so on. 
In short the centre is 
geared to the needs of the 
disabled. 


Married 


Fourteen months ago, 
Mr Matthews married his 
wife Trudy.. He has now 
settled down with her and 
her two daughters, in a 
council house in Wilming- 
ton Road, Hastings. <A 
pretty big jump towards 
integration one might 
think. 

But instead of being able 
to become involved in com- 
munity affairs, and play 
the part of an ordinary citi- 
ven, Mr- Matthews is in 
some ways far more restric- 
ted than when he: was liv- 
ang in a centre. 

Fundamentally there is 
nothing wrong with the house 
in which the couple live, pro- 
vided that you are not physi- 
cally handicapped. As it is 
Mr Matthews has not been able 
to take a bath since they 
moved in. He cannot get up the 
stairs, and because there is a 
sharp right angled bend in the 
staircase, it is impossible to fit 
a chair lift. 


He cannot use his electric 


wheelchair properly because 
doorways and passageways 
are just too narrow. It cer- 


tainly will not fit into the tiny 
Javatory. 

Because Mr Matthews can- 
mot get up the stairs, the 
couple have to sleep in the 
downstairs living room, which 
is hardly the most convenient 


| 
, 


arrangement. Especially if one 
of them falls-ill, in which case 
they cannot escape to the 
privacy of a bedroom. 

Another problem is that 
Mr Matthews is virtually a 
prisoner in his own home. He 
is too handicapped to use the 
bus service which frustratingly, 
passes his front door very fre- 
guently. At 60 pence a time, 
taxis are too expensive 
trips into town, when you are 
living on social security bene- 
‘fits. And because the journey 
includes a number of very 
long, steep hills, it is impos- 
sible for Mrs Matthews to 
push the wheelchair to town 
and back. Needless to say, 
the couple cannot afford a car. 

‘IT am sure there must be 
many more spastics living at 
home, with similar problems,’ 
said Mr Matthews. ‘I would 
like to see The Spasties Society 
set up a small committee to 
look into the situation — of 
‘spastics at home.’ We seem to 
be a rather neglected lot.’ 


New flat 


The future» is relatively 
hopeful for Mr and Mrs Mat- 
thews. They have. been 
offered a ground floor fiat, 
which should solve many of 
the problems. But the flat will 
need a number of modifica- 
tions, and besides, the council 
is not sure when it will become 
available... The couple -are 
worried that it might involve 
another 14 months wait. 

‘I did write to the Minister 
for the Disabled, Mr Alfred 
Morris, regarding accommoda- 
tion and transport for the dis- 
abled,’ said Mr Matthews. The 
reply I had came from the 
Head Office of Social Services 
at Blackpool, to the effect that 
we should contact our loca] 
Social Services officer. So we 


were just back to square one. 
One feels that the Minister for 
the Disabled is just a figure 
head, and only that.’ 


A CHEQUE for £1,500— 
sufficient pay for 
four industrial washing 
machines in the laundry 
which will constitute the 


fo 


sheltered workshop section 


of the new Trinity Centre 
for Spastics now under 
construction in Edinburgh 
—was handed over at a 
recent ceremony im the 
capital’s City Chambers. 
Donor was Dr Fraser 


for - 


Hundreds 


of ha pence 
with love 
from Joycie 


WHEN ‘little  Joycie 
Malcolm, of Hillhead, 
Kirkintilloch, Scottand, 
has a_ birthday; she 
gives a gift as well as 
gets them. 

For the — past 
years Joycie has made 
a point of saving half- 
pence and when her 
seventh birthday came 
round she handed over 
halfpence- totalling £10 
to the Scottish Council 
for Spastics for the 
second year running. 

Mr Roy Learmouth, 
Appeal Organiser of the 
Council applauded: 
‘For a little girl to do 
this once was very 
heart-warming but to do 
it twice is fantastic. 1 
don't know if she is 
exactly our youngest 
supporter but she is a 
marvellous example to 
people several times her 
age. We are enor- 
mously grateful.’ 


Iwo 


Prince meets the SOS — 


A CHANCE meeting be- 
tween Stars Organisation 
for Spastics member Dickie 
Henderson and Windsor’s 
Theatre Royal Managing 
Director John Counsell in 
Nairobi led to a Reyal 
Gala Charity Performance 
at the theatre in the pres- 
ence of HRH The Prince 
of Wales, in June. 

Here Prince Charles 
meets some of the cast, 
left to right, Susan Hamp- 


Dickie 
Syms 


shire, John Mills, 
Henderson, Sylvia 
and Harry Worth, with 
Rod Hull’s Emu im _ the 
background, after the show 
which was in aid of the 
Windsor Festival and the 
SOS. 

The show dreamed up 
by. Dickie in the heat of 
Nairobi was put together 
and directed by SOS mem- 
ber Tommy Shaw and 
made £1,500 for the two 
organisations. 


Family Centre needs aid 


ONCE again local groups of 
The Spastics Society have been 
asked for their continued sup- 
port of the Family Services 
and Assessment Centre in Fitz- 
roy Square. 

In 1974, £4.135.50 was con- 
tributed by 59 local groups, 
and several large donations 
were received from regional 
funds. These considerably 
reduced the subsidy which has 
to be met from Society funds 
by helping with the running 
costs and allowing new work 
to be carried out at the centre. 

During the year, more than 
1,500 people stayed at the 
centre, many for several days. 
A total of 1.450 sought assess- 
ment, advice and information 
or an informal talk with pro- 
fessional] staff. 

In addition, many courses, 
meetings and social activities 
were held. During 1975 it is 


ses 
Sie one 
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Wilson, president of Leith 
Rotary Club, whose mem- 
bers last year raised the 
money through a donkey 
‘derby’ and fete; the recipi- 
ent, Lord Provost John 
Millar, of Edinburgh, in 
his capacity of Patron of 
the Trinity Appeal. Head- 
ing the representatives of 
the Scottish Council for 
Spastics was Mr W. VY. 
Anderson, FRCSE, chair- 
man of the Eastern 


Committee of the Council 
of which he is a founder 
member. 


Picture shows, left to 
right: Lord Provost John 
Millar, Cdr Archie 
Cameron, Director of the 
Scottish Council for Spas- 
tics; Mr Ernest Herrald, 
Chairman of the Trinity 
Centre Appeal Group: and 
Dr Fraser Wilson. 


from groups 


hoped to complete improve- 
ments in kitchen and base- 
ment, lay new floor covering 
in one of the assessment 
rooms, replace laundry equip- 
ment and fit new washbasins in 
some of the bedrooms. It is 
expected that the centre will 
have to meet a deficit of 
£42,000. 

Groups which have already 
contributed in 1975 include; 
Colville and District Spasties 
Society (£100), Folkestone and 
District Spastics Society (£250), 
Monmouthshire Spastics 
Society (£25), Stevenage 
Group—Hertfordshire Spastics 
Society (£25), South Sefton 
Spastics Society (£50), Win- 
chester and District Spastics 
Society (£40). 


} 
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| They knocked | 


on doors 


and raised — 


over £6,000 


A HOUSE-TO-HOUSE © col- 
lection held by Croydon, Sut- 
ton and District Spastics 
Society has raised a record total 
of £6,100. This sum, which is 
£600 up on last year’s total, 
was gathered by a team of 
1.000 collectors over a period 
of three weeks. 

Commented John Eve. the 
group’s honorary press officer: 
‘We are deeply grateful. not 


only to the many dedicated | 


friends who collect -year after 
year, but also to the citizens of 
Croydon and Sutton for re- 
sponding so generously.” 


Celia has date — 
at the Palace 


CELIA McCARTHY, 22. of 
Stoneleigh, Surrey, has won 
the Duke of Edinburgh's Gold 
Award. 

Celia, who was diagnosed as 
a spastic at the age of two, ts 
employed at Woodlands Work- 
shop for the disabled at. Farn- 
ham, which produces wooden 
toys. 

As part of her work for the 
award, Celia wrote essays and 
reports on such. diverse sub- 
jects as safety in the home, 
community affairs and classical 
music. 

Celia will go to Buckingham 
Palace for the presentation of 
her award certificate in the 
autumn. 


Newport flag day 
THE Newport branch of Mon- 
mouthshire Spastics Society 
held a flag day recently which 
raised £613.64. The collec- 
tion was organised’ by Mr 
Paul Dombrowski with help 
from his family, Army cadets, 
the 16th Newport Scout Troop 
and pupils of St Joseph's High 
School. 


£450 wei suction 3 


AN ART auction of 200 
donated pictures was held at 
Ingfield Manor School for 
spastics, Billingshurst. Sussex. 
Organised by Mr James van 
der Bergh on behalf of the 


in nearly £450 for the school. 
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Ford Road Industrial Estate 
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KENTISH ELECTRIC CO 
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Pressed Steel Adaptable Boxes 

Conduit Fittings, Specialist Cases and Cabinets 
Pressure Gauges, Turned Parts 

Heavy and Light Steel Fabrications 
Non-Ferrous and Stainless Steel Welding 


Electric Shaver Sockets 
Electronic Development and Production Work 


Head Office: Nelson Street, Oldbury, Warley 
Worcestershire B69 4NY 
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Lesley Askew, secretary to Assistant Director (Regions), 
talks to a customer by one of The Spastics Society’s 
stalls. 


Fair trading by 
statf volunteers 


MEMBERS of  Spastics 
Society staff from head- 
quarters and the London 
Regional Office joined the 
antique traders of Camden 
Passage Market at their 
annual Fair-after work one 
spring evening. 

’ Dressed in old-fashioned 


Frankie Green in Nell 
Gwynn role as an orange 
seller. 


— 2 —_-_ = 


costume, 
with the 


they mingled 
crowd, selling 
flowers, fruit, balloons, 
potato crisps and rafile 
tickets. There was a pie- 
man complete with bell 
and tall chef’s hat, and a 
sooty-faced “street urchin” 
selling Victorian - style 
broadsheets. 

In addition, the Camden 
Passage Traders’ Association 
had given the Society the use 
of four stalls, which carried on 
a brisk business in second- 
hand goods and items made by 


spastic homeworkers. Volun- 
tary group members from 
North Surrey and Central 
Middlesex also took part in 


the fund-raising. 

The event, which included 
Morris dancing, Scottish bag- 
pipe music and an exhibition 
of traditional chair caning 
skills, attracted many foreign 
tourists, who gave generously 
to Society funds. Guest cele- 
brity was the well-known 
music hall star, Leonie Collins. 

Sales made by the itinerant 
‘street vendors’ and by. staff 
manning the four stalls totalled 
over £200 and the Society also 
received a percentage of the 
fee which each of the market 
traders had paid for being able 
to open for business through- 
out the evening. 

he Fair brought in an over- 
all total of more than £500 for 
Society funds. 


Spastics Society staff and helpers line up ready for acti on 


Arthur Dobson, 


the Society’s 


Bie sneer ian canoe ood 


Homework Manager, 


presides over the spastic-made jewellery stall. 
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MAN WANTE 
—to write to 
Canadian girl 


ANNE ABBOTT is a 17-year- 
old blonde with blue eyes, and 
Canada’s 

Called 
a Participation Centre, it has 


she lives in one of 


newest spastics units. 


only been open a year, and 


until then, Anne... who ‘is 
wheelchair-bound but 
type and speak well, had been 
living at home. 


able to 


Now Anne would ‘dearly 


like to have an English pen- 


pal—as long as he is a man! 
Her address is 52 Somerdale 
Square, West Hill, Ontario. 
Canada, MIE INI. 


Society people for Arnhem Seminar 


A SEMINAR motivation 
of life for severely disabled 
people (sport and leisure) will 
be held in September: 1975 at 
Arnhem, Holland. 

The six-day event will be 
organised by the Sports and 


on 


leisure Group of the Inter- 
National Cerebral Palsy 
Society, and the Conference 


Chairman will be Derek Lan- 
Caster-Gaye, The  Spastics 
Sovietys Director of 


‘tional 


Resources, who is also chair- 


man of the group. 

Mr James Loring, Director 
of The Spastics Society, will 
give a talk on ‘The Quality of 
Life, and other delegates from 
the Society include Mr A. T. S. 
Edwards, Physical Education 
Adviser; Mr Richard Gray, 
Controller of Services; Mr Bill 
Hargreaves, Head of Recrea- 
Services; Mrs Joyce 
Knowles, Principal of Castle 


Priory Staff Training College; 
Miss Margaret Morgan. Con- 
troller of Personal Social 
Services; and Mr _ Michael 
Stopford, Head of Centres. 


Another British visitor te 
the conference will be Miss 
Marion Bowen, who. will 


represent the Shropshire Spas- 
tics Society. Miss Bowen, who 
is 21, suffers from spina bifida 
and works in the Social Ser- 
vices Department of Salop 
County Council, 


} 


A Fayre profit 
A MAY FAYRE held at Lang- 
side School, Parkstone, by the 
Dorset Spastics Society made 
a profit of more than £900. 
Guests at the fayre included 
Sir John Eden, MP for 
Bournemouth, who is patron 
of the Dorset Spastics Society, 
and singer Frank Ifield. 


Open wee 
at centres 


‘THE Baron’ (right), a disc 
jockey from BBC Radio Man- 
chester, 


draws a winning 
raffle ticket during open week 
at the Society's Buxton Resi- 
dential Centre. With him is 
the centre’s warden, Mr Dexter 
Simpson. 

Other 


which held open days during 


residential centres 


the same week were Gladys 
Holman House, Camborne, 
Cornwall; Coombe Farm, 
Croydon; Daresbury Hall, 
Warrington; Jacques Hall, 
Manningtree; Kyre Park, 
Herefordshire; The Princess 


Marina Centre in Buckingham- 
shire, and Thorngrove, Dorset. 


Residents at the centres, who 
voted to invite the public into 
their homes, found the open 
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le way to spend an even 


ing 


at the Camden Passage Fair. Left to right: Jennifer 

Holland, Penelope Godfrey, Simon Brown, Frankie Gr een, John Friend (Chairman of the Camden Passage 

Traders’ Association), Chris Woore, a foreign tourist, Anne Plummer, Clare Asquith, Mary Holland, Debra 
Holland, Anne Hooton, Chris McD onagh, Lesley Askew, Penny Wilson. 


Mary Jurawan from the Information Department and: 


her daughter Joanna were busy selling apples. 


days 
make new friends’ in 
neighbourhood. 

At the Central Middlesex 
Work Centre, Eastcote, an 
open evening was held when 
ime 37 employees stayed behind 
alter mormal working hours im 


an ideal opportunity to 


the 


order to demonstrate their 
skills to the public. Repre- 
sentatives of firms who con- 
tract work to the centre were 
among the 350 visitors to the 
centre who watched the lighé 
engineering and general 
assembly work in progress, 
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_ stress major role 
of parents 


by ANITA LORING 
Secretary of the International 
Cerebral Palsy Society 


OVER 300 people from 16 


- countries met in Dublin at 


the beautifully light and 
spacious Central Remedial! 
_ Clinic for a Seminar to dis- 
cuss therapy and the cere- 
_bral palsied child which 
I organised jointly with 
Dr Ciaran Barry, Medical 
Director of the Clinic. A 
wide variety of occupa- 
tions were represented: 
paediatricians, orthopaedic 
surgeons, psychologists, 
psychiatrists, physiothera- 
pists, speech _ therapists, 
occupational therapists, 
teachers and care staff, all 
of whom joined in a lively 
exchange of ideas over a 
2} day period. 

We were honoured to have 
the President of Ireland, An 
tUachtarain Cearbhaill oO 
Dalaigh open the meeting. His 
words of encouragement and 
interest in the Seminar were 
heeded in the first paper given 
by Dr Ronald MacKeith on 
‘The Needs of the Handi- 
capped Child’ He stressed 
the importance of the parents’ 
role in helping the young 
handicapped child to grow up, 
reminded professional people 
of their obligation to support 
parents in this task and also 
that they should endeavour to 

_ bring the community to accept 


its responsibilities for its 
handicapped members. He 
emphasised the need for 


comprehensive diagnosis and 
assessment, not only in the 
field of movement, vision, 
hearing, learning and lan- 
guage, but also the necessity 
to take into account drive and 
the emotional and social res- 
ponses of the handicapped 
child and his family. He sug- 
gested that only then could 
comprehensive diagnosis and 
assessment take place, which 
should not only point towards 
the aims of treatment for the 
child, but also the importance 
of training of the assets which 
the child possesses. 

Dr Ken Holt, of the Wolf- 
son Centre, continued with a 
Paper on _ developmental 
paediatric concept of treat- 


ment and said that we are in a 
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and 


period of evolution, as far as 
our present concepts are con- 
cerned, He felt that too much 
attention was being paid to 
neurological abnormalities of 
the child, rather than to its 
individuality. The child is, 
like any other child, a develop- 
ing Organism and because of 
his handicap is, perhaps, more 
vulnerable, and the vulner- 
ability of the child and his 
family must be understood. 
Any therapy which may 
follow must be incorporated 
into the daily life of the child 
and his family. He put for- 
ward the idea, which 
received considerable support 
from many members of the 
meeting, that a developmental 
therapist should be trained 
especially to care for the 
needs of the very young 
handicapped child. 


Bobath way 


Mrs Jenny Bryce, Assistant 
Director of the Westera 
Cerebral Palsy Centre, home 
of Bobath physiotherapy for 
the cerebral palsied, painted 
together with the help of films, 
a beautiful thumb-nail sketch 
of the philosophy of the 
Bobath system, explaining that 
the centre runs eight-week 
courses for people who wish 
to take such training. She 
stressed that cerebral palsy is 
an ‘umbrella term.’ She spoke, 
too, of the need for know- 
ledge of the normal before one 
could make allowances for the 
abnormal, and to observe the 
child in relation to the activi- 
ties to which he can best 
respond. 

Nancie Finnie’s paper gave 
practical examples of proce- 
dures which have been 
followed at the Charing Cross 
Hospital, Fulham, based on 
the experience of everyday 
life for the handicapped child, 
especially in relation to the 
rest of the family. She empha- 
sised the necessity to include 
the rest of the family when 
planning programmes for the 
child, and stressed the import- 
ance of using  video-tape 
equipment to help in com- 
munication. 


Reduce strain 


David Scrutton gave similar 
experiences in his work in the 
community and described the 
organisation of services within 
a particular London borough. 
He stressed the need to gain 
the co-operation of the local 
authority to help reduce the 


° 


strain on a handicapped 
family, so that all agencies 
involved, whether statutory, 


voluntary or medical, could 
join together to ameliorate 
the services for the child. He 
thought it extremely import- 
ant that professional people, 
working in a clinic, should 
visit the parents and child in 
the home to make certain that 
whatever treatment and sug- 
gestions were made for the 
child were practicable within 
the home. Parents derived 
much consolation from the 
fact that they knew that the 
professional people were 
familiar. with the schools, 
workshops, nurseries, and so 
on, which their children 
attended, 


The first day of the meeting 
ended with a delightful presen- 


tation by Professor Neil 
O'Doherty, who talked | on 
inspecting the young baby’s 


eyes and showed a number of 
slides and film strips to illus- 
trate his paper. 

“Dr Niall O°’Donohoe talked 
on infantile spasms, and 
began by saying that epilepsy 
was a subject of endless 
fascination. Although Dr 
O’ Donohoe was not certain of 
the relevance of his paper to 
this meeting, it became appar- 
ent that many epileptic child- 
ren were found to have a 
cerebral lesion on post-mor- 
tem. 

The absence from the pro- 
gramme of Dr Milani Com- 
paretti from Florence, who 
was to have discussed ‘Beyond 
Methods of Treatment,’ was 
amply filled by James Loring, 
Director of The  Spastics 
Society, who talked on teach- 
ing and therapy for cerebral! 
palsied children, introducing 
a good deal of controversy into 
his paper, although everybody 
was heartened when he said 
that a great deal of improve- 
ment had occurred in services 
for the handicapped child dur- 
ing recent years. He des- 
cribed various experiments in 
education at Society establish- 
ments, particularly one at the 
Wilfred Pickles School where 
the school was run on open 
plan lines, and referred to the 
two units, one at the Craig y 
Pare school, the other at Ing- 
field Manor, where Conductive 
Education along the lines of 
the Budapest Institute was 
being pioneered. 

The Session ‘Action Work- 
shop,’ organised by Sophie 
Levitt, was a rather unusual 
ene and was judged a great 
success by all participants. She 
began by saying that there 
were a number of different 
approaches which could be 
made towards any one child 
and that it was essential to 
look carefully at the child to 
see which approach would 


best suit its difficulties. She 
showed a number of slides of 
different deformities and an 
interesting discussion followed, 
with Seminar members sug- 
gesting what sort of treatment 
they would give for the par- 
ticular disorders shown up on 


the slides. She pointed out 
that the child does not itself 


initiate activity, the therapist 
performs this role, but also 
prods the child into carrying 
on with the activity. One had 
to avoid the danger of the 


‘child becoming passive and not 
‘involved in its own treatment. 


Sophie Levitt talked of the 
trial and error of various types 
of treatment with a child, but 
that after a while, with patient 
assessment of a child’s capa- 
bilities, a physiotherapist knew 
when the ‘magic moment’ has 
arrived when the child was 
beginning to make progress. 
She feared that some doctors 
might miss the moment when 
the child began to improve 
and perhaps were disinclined 
to believe the testimony of 
therapists. 


‘Shufflers’ 


Dr Robson gave an amusing, 
imaginative and __ interesting 
paper on children who pro- 
gressed to walking either 
through crawling, creeping or 


shuffling, and reminded us 
that, although shufflers were 


referred to him as having a 
suspected neurological abnor- 
mality, the incidence of this 
not clearing up during the 
course of normal child 
development was fairly slight. 
He showed slides to illustrate 
that shuffling was largely a 
family trait and that one 
should be wary of paying too 
much attention to early signs 
of anxiety if a child was a 
‘shuffler.’ 

The Irish Chairman who 
introduced Michel Le Metayer 
from Paris spoke about his 
work with Professor. Tardieu, 
but suggested that the most 
appropriate way to introduce 


RELAXING in an infor- 
mal moment after the [CPS 
Seminar are James Loring, 
Hon Secretary Generali, 
Anita Loring, Secretary, 
Lady Goulding, Dr Maria 
Hari, of Budapest, and the 
President of Ireland. 


him was that he was tall, dark, 
This 


great 


handsome and French. 


was greeted with 


applause by the physiothera- 
pists, but after Mr Le Metayer 
had shown his film, depicting 
various sequences of his 
treating cerebral palsied child- 
ren—a film which could only 
have been made by the French 
—the whole Seminar was 
completely overcome, and Dr 
Ciaran Barry was heard to 
say that he had never ever 
seen a child so beautifully 
handled. 

At this point in the pro- 
gramme Dr Mary Sheridan 
summed up the meeting so far, 
making the following points: 
® it is important to look at 
the handicapped child realisti- 
cally, we must do the best for 
him as he is, and not as we 
would like or imagine him to 
be. Any programme which a 
professional wishes to embark 


upon for the handicapped 
child must be properly justi- 
fied and aimed towards 


realistic goals which the child 
can attain. 

® The value of the profes- 
sional going out to the home 
and to the child’s school; the 
importance of removing the 
trappings of the hospital and 
professional role, and getting 
down to the day-to-day life of 
the handicapped child. 
® The child is a child for 
many years, and it is import- 
ant to assess the overall picture 


of the child’s future capabili- 
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ties towards the time when he 
leaves school. He must not 
just be handed over like a 


parcel to the people who will - 


be responsible for him after 
school, but an integrated pro- 
gramme must be undertaken 
by ail those responsible for 
his future welfare. 

® {t is important when asking 
the question ‘what is the best 
placement for the child?’ not 
only to’ relate the answer to 
his physical circumstances, but 
also to the geographical area 
in which he lives 
that he should not be toe iso- 
lated from his family and 
community. 

® Dr Sheridan said she was 
often appalled at the noise ia 
open plan nursery schools, 
particularly for the highly 
distractable child. 

® She returned to. the sug- 
gestion that a developmental 
therapist should be trained 
especially for the young child, 
and asked whether The Spas- 
tics Society could try to run a 
pilot course for nursery nurses 
and speech therapists to give 
them an integrated training to 
undertake this role. 

The whole of the final day’s 
session was devoted to Dr 
Maria Hari, Director of the 
Institute for Conductive Educa- 
tion in Budapest. It is impos- 
sible to describe in this space 
the entire philosophy behind 
what has come to be known as 
the ‘Peto System’ of Conduc- 
tive Education, which was 
started by Dr Peto some years 
ago in Budapest, and indeed 
Dr Hari did not attempt, ia 
her presentation, to do this 
either. Instead, she showed a 
film of a group of diplegic 
children, who had been filmed 
at different times over a period 
of approximately two years, 
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WALKERS 


_ GAELIC folk singer Alis- 


dair Gillies, left, congratu- 
Fates 65-year-old. = Mr 
Robert Brown, who has 


_ just completed a 30-mile 


walk in aid of Spastics, 
Sponsored at the rate of 
£25 a mile. 

The walk was organised 
by the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics (Scotland), 
taking part were 
employees of various firms 
im and around Glasgow. 

Mr Brown’s firm is 
Initial Services Ltd, Glas- 
gow, and with about 40 of 
his workmates also taking 
part, the company will 
almost certainly win the 
Top Firm trophy presented 
annually after the walk. 

While the walk was 
faking place in Pollock 
Park, Glasgow, the Stars 
also presented an ambu- 
lance toe the Scottish 
Council for Spastics to be 
used at their Trinity House 
Centre, Edinburgh. 
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STILL 
their sore feet, were Julie 


smiling, despite 
Stevenson and Alice 
Drazil at the end of a 20- 
mile sponsored walk for 
spastics. 

The two girls whe are 
both pupils of Chesham 
High School, Bucking- 
hamshire, were among 250 
participants in the annual 
20-mile walk around 
Amersham to help raise 
money for the Spastics 


Society s AGM: Time to consider 
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Executive Council nominations 


THAT all-important day 
in The Spastics Society’s 
calender — the Annual 
General Meeting—will be 


held this year on Satur- 
day, November 1, in Lon-. 
don, and it is time now for 
people who wish to serve 
on the Executive Council 


_to offer themselves as 
candidates. 
Five members of the 15- 


strong Council retire by rota- 
tion each year, but this year 
there will be six vacancies 
because one member elected 
by the Council since the last 


Games. 

The walk was organised 
by Mrs Andree Monzani, 
whose daughter Paula, a 
former pupil of the 
Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School, completed the 
course in her wheelchair. 

The event raised 
approximately £1,825, an 
increase of some £300 on 
last year’s total. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Bucks Examiner. 


Newest and the oldest 


“AMONG the ‘old crocks’ 
at the Veteran and Vintage 
Car Rally to be held at 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex, 
this month, is something 
right out of the 1970's. 
It’s the Society’s Newton 
‘E’ electric wheelchair, 
which will go on display 
at the rally. 

The event is being held on 
July 12 and 13 in aid of Wakes 
Hall, the adult residential 
centre for spastics run by the 
Stars Organisation for Spas- 


tics. It is being organised by 
the Thames Estuary Auto- 
mobile Club, and sponsored by 
Southend Council, the South- 
end Evening Echo and _ the 
Southend and District Stan- 
dard. ~ 

On both days there will be 
street collections in Southend, 
with the proceeds being 
divided between Wakes Hall, 
the Southend and District 
Spastics Society, and the South- 
end and District Riding Club 
for the Disabled. 

Helping with the collection 


on wheels 


will be several members of the 
SOS, including Eve Boswell, 
Tom Baker (Dr Who), Joan 
Regan and. Leslie Crowther 
with the cast of his summer 
show at Clacton. 

Newton ‘E’ wheelchairs will 
be driven along the promen- 
ade during the procession and 
street collection to show them 
off to passers by. The chairs 
are manufactured by spastics, 
at the Society’s Meadway 


Works in Birmingham. 


AGM to fill a vacancy must 
also retire, 

Nominations for the Coun- 
cil must be received by the 
Secretary of the Society by 
September 3, and if there are 
more than six candidates a 


ballot will be held at the 
AGM. 

How does a would-be 
Executive Council member 
become nominated? First of 
all, he or she must be 


‘eligible’ and this bars anyone 
who is an employee of the 
Society, or who receives any 
kind of remuneration from any 
affiliated group. 

Each candidate has to be 
supported by three members 
of the Society, who must sign 
his nomination paper. The 
word ‘member’ is defined as: 


Members of the Executive 
Council. 

Ordinary or honorary life 
members of the Society. 


Members of designated 
special committees of the 
Society. 

The nominee member of 
each affiliated group. 

The nominee member of 
each other society, associa- 


lion or organisation (not local 
groups) which is entitled to 
attend and vote at annual 
meetings. 

The Executive Council is 
the ultimate decision-making 
body of The Spastics Society, 
and meets not less than six 
times a year (usually on a 
Tuesday afternoon), at the 
Society’s London headquarters. 


_A member is elected for a 


three-year term, and so that 


nobody should be disuaded 
from membership through 
financial reasons, travelling 
and out-of-pocket expenses are 
paid. 

The Chairman of the 
Society, Mr Dorrien Belson, 
told Spastics News that he 


hoped local groups would give’ 


priority to the question of 
Executive Council candidates 
as a keenly-contested election 
was a healthy sign of the 
Society’s vigour, He empha- 
sised that there was absolutely 
no stigma in not being elected, 
and hoped that candidates who 
had previously stood unsue- 
cessfully would consider offer- 
ing themselves for election 
again. 


London Ee ewiGorn for Newton Aids 


THE new — showroom 
opened by The Spastics 
Society in Conway Street, 
London W1, in June, pro- 
vides the only service of its 
kind in the country. On 
display, and available for 
inspection, are a host of 
aids and appliances which 
can go a long way towards 
improving the lives of dis- 
abled people of all kinds— 
not just spastics. 

The showrooms are a service 
now being provided by the 
newly formed Newton Aids, 
which is co-ordinating the 
Society’s marketing activities. 
The service has been handed 
on by the Supplies Depart- 
ment, which was based at 
Portland Place. 


“ Said the Head of Resources 
Marketing, Mr Raymond 
Hodgkinson, ‘We shall be 
distributing and exhibiting all 
the items in the Society’s “Best 
Buys’: guide. This includes a 
number of items not available 
on the general market. 

‘Such things as the Watford 
Potty Chair, made by spastics 
at the Princess Marina Centre, 
and developed as a result of 
experience gained at the Wat- 
ford Treatment Centre. Then 
there is the multi-variable 
chair, which can be adjusted 
to suit varying kinds of pos- 
ture for children between two 
and eight. We import huge 
beach balls from Italy, which 
are ideal for certain kinds of 
therapy. These are not gener- 
ally available in this country.’ 

Mr Hodgkinson emphasises 
that the service is being subsi- 
dised by the Society, and that 
many of the items are sold at 
cost price. The new show- 
rooms were invaluable, in 
that such a wide range of aids 
as. appliances were concen- 
trated in one place, saving 
handicapped people and their 


| families the problem of chas- 


ing around the country in 
search of the special gadget 
which they required. 

‘Some items have gone out 
of production,’ he added. ‘We 
are able to have them specially 
made, because we can order in 
sufficient quantities to make 


this worth while. Other 
items can only be bought in 
bulk. It’s not worth an 


individual’s while to purchase 
—for example—a hundred of 
a special kind of switch. But 
we ean buy a hundred and sell 
them off individually at cost. 

‘The fact that we are able to 
obtain many items much more 
cheaply than an_ individual 
would, is particularly import- 
ant in these times of inflation.’ 

The business of providing 


aids and appliances for the 
disabled is growing all the 
time. And the Newton Aids 
is constantly on the look out 
for new products which may 
have a use for handicapped 
people. It expects to expand 
the range of goods in the near 
future. 

At the moment items on 
display range from outsized 
napkins to the highly 
sophisticated Newton Model 
‘EB’ electrically propelled 
wheelchair, which is produced 
by spastics at the Society's 
Meadway Works in Birming- 
ham. 

In addition to the facilities 
provided at the showrooms; 
Newton Aids conducts a mail 
order service, ; 
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Girls will try 
office life 


THREE teenage girl pupils 
from the Society’s Thomas 
Delarue~ School in Kent 
arrived at the Society’s Lon- 
don headquarters on June 30 
for a _ fortnight’s ‘work 
experience programme.’ This 
means that they will work a 
normal day in various depart- 


ments and see how they like 
office work, 


The girls, Carole Matthews, 


18, Janet Lewis, 17, and 
Debra Reynolds, 16, had 
decided they would like a 


business career, but the time 
actually working in an office 
will help them to finally make 
up their minds before they 
embark on further training. 


While they are in London, 
they will stay at the Family 
Services and Assessment 
Centre in nearby Fitzroy 
Square. More about the trio 
and their reactions to working 
life in the next issue of 
Spastics News. 


Deeleys Castings 


Ltd 


LEAMORE LANE, LEAMORE 


WALSALL, STAFFS 
Telephone 0922-76898 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
| MALLEABLE AND GREY 
| IRON CASTINGS 


are pleased to be associated 


with this worthy cause 
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JIFFY POTS 
FOR QUALITY PLANTS 


No root 
disturbance 
Plant pot 
and all . 


JIFFY POT (UK) LTD, TRULLS HATCH, ROTHERFIELD 
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FOR sale: Everest and 
Jennings power drive chair. 
Model 873 (Zimmer Ortho- 
paedic Ltd). This model 
was purchased on Decem- 
ber 13 1973 at a cost of 
£219. Dut to ill health of 
the owner the chair has 
only been driven about 14 
miles. : 

Cost now! Only £150 or 
near offer. 

Please write to: J. H. 
Keen, 6 Stevenson Walk, — 


Chapel Lane, Litchfield, » 
Staffs. 


FOR sale: Custom built 
invalid wheelchair trans- 
porter; elevated roof with 


windows all round; lowered 


floor—new tyres. 

First class. condition— 
Morris Mini 1964—MoT 
1975. £275 ono. 

Please write to: B. Shear, 
129 Muswell Hill Road, 


| London N10 3HS. 


NEWAGE 
ENGINEERS 
LTD. 


ELECTRICAL DIVISION: 


STAMFORD ALTERNATORS 
PO BOX 17, BARNACK ROAD 
STAMFORD PE9 2NB, LINCS 


ENGLAND 


Telephone : 0780 2552. Telex : 32268 
Cables: LEOPOWER STAMFORD 


A Charterhouse Industries Company 


te 


y 
"a 


/ 


10° SPASTICS NEWS 


JULY 1975 


Let there be. 
love’ for the 


~ disabled too 


THERE are more and 
more. handicapped 
people about and their 
numbers are destined 
to increase. Despite 
the advances in mod- 
ern medicine drastic- 
ally cutting down on 
the number of con- 
genital abnormalities, 
there is a dramatic 
increase in the number 
of formerly able- 
bodied people finding 
themselves condemned 
to the wheelchair and 


the long-stay insti- 
tution. 
The handicapped like 


the poor will always be 
with us is the premise of a 
new book “Let there be 
love” by Gunnel Enby, 
subtitled “Sex and the 
handicapped.” 

And what do you do with 
them once you've got them? 
in the ‘old days’ it was enough 
te feed them, clothe them and 
physically care for them. Mr 
Enby points out that today’s 


attitudes haye changed both 
inside and outside the four 
walls of the institutions. Just 


as the freer sexual outlook has 
modified today’s acceptable be- 
haviour, so it must eventually 
permeate conduct for the dis- 
abled so they do not have an 
additional handicap of un- 

wanted celibacy imposed by 
society. 

‘Let there be Love’ is an 
eloquent and unemotional] plea 


for a greater understanding of 


the disabled person’s problems 
by both the able-bodied, who 
are totally ignorant because 


they. have- never given’ dis- 
ability more than a passing 
thought, and “by those’ con- 


cerned. with the welfare of the 
handicapped, but who have 
grown ‘insensitive to some 
needs through familiarity with 
the more obvious ones. 

‘Let there be Love’ is pub- 
lished by Elek/Pemberton at 
£2.25. The cover is illustrated 
with a painting of ‘Married 
Love’- by Victor Hancox,’ a 
former resident of The Spastics 
Society’s Coombe Farm Centre, 
and shows his wife Anne and 
himself in their wheelchairs. 


LIZ COOK 


Charities join 
on home project 
WESTMINSTER  —_—Council’s 
Secial Services Department 


has given the go-ahead .to a 
project submitted by three 


-oharities, The Spastics Society, 


the Westminster Diocese 
Catholic Handicapped Child- 
ren’s - Fellowship and the 
Westminster Society £0:F 
Handicapped Children. 

An earlier project had been 
refused a Government urban 
aid grant. Now the scheme 
for converting a house to 
accommodate 12. mentally 
handicapped children will be 
undertaken- in Paddington. 


Cash 1 in the air for Camberwell centre 


New £5 mobility allowance 


A NEW state mobility 
allowance of £5 a week for 
severely disabled people is 
to be intreduced gradually 


from the beginning of 
1976. 

The news was given by Mr 
Alf Morris, Minister for the 
Disabled, in a written answer 
te a House of Commons ques- 
tion. Mr Morris said that an 
amendment to the Social 
Security Pensions Bill had been 


onits way 


tabled providing for a mobility 
allowance of £5 a week both 
for severely disabled adults of 
working age and for severely 
disabled children aged five or 
over, who are unable, or yir- 
tually unable, to walk. 

The new allowance will be 
available to those — whose 
mobility handicap is likely to 


last for at least 12 months. It 


is intended that the grant 
should be phased in over 
approximately a three - year 


period, with payments to the 
first group starting at the be- 
ginning of 1976. 

Said Mr Morris: ‘The allow- 
ance is a most important ad- 
vance for perhaps 100,000 
severely disabled adults and 
children whose mobility needs 
are in no way met under the 
existing scheme for mobility 
help.’ 


SPECIALISTS 
IN FLAT ROOF 
DRAINAGE 


FULBORA HOLDINGS LTD. 


QUEENSWAY HOUSE 


HATFIELD 
HERTS. 


Tel: Hatfield 68303 
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Thanks, girls 


KAREN STEELE . and 
Linda Jones, both aged 10, 
who live in Craig Walk, 
Alsager, Staffordshire, are 
pictured with the £20 
cheque which they pre- 
sented to the North 
Staffordshire Spastic Asso- 
ciation. 

The two girls collected 
secondhand goods from 
neighbours and _ school- 
friends tor a grand jumble 
sale which they organised 
at a nearby football club. 

Picture by courtesy of 

Evening Sentinel, Hanley. 
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MEMBERS of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics 
were recklessly throwing 
money around at the Rose, 
in Camberwell, South Lon- 
don, recently. It was their 
first local fund-raising — 
event for Good Neighbours 
House, a new residential 
centre for adult spastics 
being built at Camberwell 
Green. 

At the invitation of land- 
lord John Boner, the stars 
spent an hour or two at the 
pub selling raffle tickets 
and entertaining customers. 

Members of Good 
Neighbours House Man- 
agement Committee who 
were. present included 


.Nerys Hughes, Steve Emer- 


son, Elspet Gray, Sydney 
Tafler, Joy Shelton, Tim 
Rice and Leslie Crowther. 
Also in the picture is 
George Grayes, PRO of 
Southwark. 

Despite appearances to 
the contrary, the money 
was eventually counted 
and a total of more than— 
£300 added to the funds. 


Major role of 


Cont. from Page 8 


beginning when they first 
went to the Institute, many of 
them unable to walk or sit, 
feed, wash or dress them- 
selves. The film charts through 
a variety of activities, the 
progress made by these child- 
ren so that at last the final 
goal is reached where the 
children are able to sit at their 
desk and walk, and we see 
them entering a normal school. 
The film was greeted with 
great enthusiasm, and the rest 
of the session was devoted to 
members asking questions of 
Dr Hari. about. the film and 
specific activities within the 
Institute. She made _ the 
following points: 
® The goal for all children is 
that they should be, where- 
ever possible, placed in nor- 
mal schools, or at least be able 
to attend a special school in 
Hungary. 
® Each group of approxi- 
mately 16 children is under 
the guidance of a conductor. 
The conductor is responsible 
for the whole group during the 
course of a particular pro- 
gramme, and it is her responsi- 
bility to work out 
gramme for the day’s work 
® The training course’ for 


the pro- 


parents 


conductors  takeS  approxt- 
mately . four —. years . and,» 
although there are obvious - 


diflerences in training. it can” 
roughly be described as com-_ 
bining the training of a 
fea ch em, physiotherapist, 
speech and occupational thera-— 
pist. 
trained and command. high — 
salaries when qualified. Per- . 
haps the key to the success of. 
Conductive Education is 

‘group motivation’—the child- 

ren always work as a gtoup, 
and encourage each other to 
achieve each goal. 

® Dr Hari emphasised that 

the words ‘you cannot do that’ — 
were never 
tute, only what can be done 
by the child. 

The ICPS “would” like to 
express its particular gratitude 
to Lady Goulding, Chairmaa 
and Managing Director of the | 
Central Remedial Clinic. to 
Dr Ciaran Barry and all the - 
Staff of the Clinic for the flaw- ~ 
less organisation and welcome | 


which the 300 participants 
received during this highly ~ 
successful meeting. 


ILTEX 


PRODUCTS 
LIMITED 


. first name in progress 


CHIVERS 


BUILDING & CIVIL 


ENGINEERING 


Head Office: Devizes 2121 
London . Reading . Romsey 


Spencer (Contractors) Limited; Cheltenham 
Read & Partners Ltd (Electrical Contractors), London 


Specialist Joinery Manufacturers 


Team Projects, Design and Construct Division 


Finishers of Plastic Components to the Trade, Hand and Auto Guyson 
Drilling and Tapping Assembly etc 


Manufacturers of Helical PYC Power Cables, Cable Forms and Harnesses 


Works : WILTEX PRODUCTS LIMITED 


29 PORCHESTER ROAD, NOTTINGHAM NG3 4jH. Telephone Nottingham 54758 
And 111 ROMAN BANK, SKEGNESS. 


Telephone Skegness 4051 
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T. W. K. THOMAS 


ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 
MECHANICAL AND BODY REPAIRS 
PANEL BEATING — SPRAYING 
24-HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE 


CWM GARAGE 


Midland Road, Liansamlet, Swansea, Glam. 
Tel: Swansea 72549 


14 Bethel Road, Liansamlet, Swansea, Glam.’ ° 


Tel: Swansea 74555a (after hours) 
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These people are highly - % 


used in the Insti- 
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News about 
the 
Spastics Pool 


MR TIMOTHY DAVIS, 
ef Barnstaple, North 
‘Devon, had a wondertul 
surprise recently when he 
won a half share of the 
mew Spastics Pool first 
dividend of £10,000. The 
cheque for £5,000 was pre- 


DURING the 1975 Black- 
pool convention and gala 


week for collectors and 
their families, a number of 
coach trips were arranged 
to three of the Society’s 
spastics centres, Daresbury 
Hall, Warrington, Irton 
Hall School in Cumbria, 


oe 


sented by the Mayor of 
Barnstaple, Councillor Mr 
C. Dibble, in the Mayor's 
Parlour. Picture shows, 
from left te right, the 
Mayor, Mr Davis, and the 
official collector, Miss L. 
Mitchell DV64/18. 


and. Lancaster 
Centre. 

Our picture shows Doug- 
las Stinchcombe, of Top 
Ten, handing over a Good 
Neighbours Trust cheque 
for £500 to John Parkin- 
son, Principal of Lancaster 
Training Centre. Irton Hall 
and Daresbury Hall also 
received cheques for £50. 


Training 


MISS JENNIFER LAST, 
aged 28, a victim of spina 
bifida, smiles as she holds 
the keys of her brand new 
Vauxhal Viva. 

Jennifer, of Chase View 
Road, Geddington, quali- 
fied for her prize im the 
monthly Charm Girl 
Competition for supporters 
of the Spastics Pool. 
Although Jennifer’s disa- 
bility will prevent her from 


FOR sale: Full-size 
tricycle, 26in wheels. Com- 
pletely overhauled August 
1974. Worth £100 but 
seller would take best offer. 
Price includes pump, 
dynamo, lamps, hooter, set 
of tools, spare tube, pair of 
waterproof trousers, spare 
cover. Can be carried in 
a car boot.—Gleadle-Rich- 
ards, 80 Liverpool Read, 
‘Walmer, Deal, Kent (T14 
TNL). Telephone for 


appointment to view Deal 
5814. 


* * 


* 


MISS) Jacqueline Dickinson, 
ef Weston-super-Mare, would 
like to thank the people who 
Ihave kindly sent her used 
foreign, Commonwealth, 
‘Christmas and special issue 
postage stamps. They were 
received and more 
would be welcome at any time. 
Please send to:—3  Ellen- 
boro? Park Road, Weston- 
ssuper-Mare. 


* 


-TO LET.—Holiday caravan, 
‘Thorness Bay, Isle of Wight. 
Five-six berth, inside foilet, 
wheelchair available. WVacan- 
cies August to September at 
wrach reduced rate. Inquiries: 
Mrs W. Stephenson, 161 
Queens Park Avenue, Bouwne- 
meonrth, Tel 33105. 
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Yes, 


ROBERT HOLDER, of 
Sunny Bank, Coleford, 


Gloucester, receiving the 


keys to his new Vauxhall 
Viva from Beauty Queen 


driving her new car, her 
father, Mr William Last, a 


tube works engineer at 
Corby, will take her for 
drives in the country. 

The presentation was 
made by Mr M. Tyers, of 


Grose, Kettering. Also 
present were Jennifer’s 
family. 


Picture by courtesy of 
the Northamptonshire 
Evening Telegraph. 


its a sad life for 
hospital children-but we 


must be fair to statf 


THE Council for Children’s 
Welfare has published a pam- 
phlet about handicapped 
children in long-stay hospitals. 
Entitled ‘No Childhood,’ it is 
based on the evidence of a 
working party to the Donald 
Court Child Health Services 
Committee. It considers the 
problems of the severely handi- 
capped child with particular 
reference to those who, for one 
reason or another, cannot live 
at home. 

It points out that, while 
there is legislation to protect 
able-bodied deprived children 
living in community homes, 
their handicapped counterparts 
have no legal rights with re- 
gard to education, privacy and 
personal possessions. Local 
authority homes for non- 
handicapped children are in- 
spected frequently and if they 
fail to meet certain stringent 
requirements they may be 
closed down. But where handi- 
capped children have had to be 
placed in long-stay hospitals 
because parenis can no longer 
cope, they are not covered by 


the Children’s and Young 
Persons’ Act. 
The authors of the report 


say that there are at present 
over $000 mentally and physi- 
cally -handicapped youngsters 
passing their childhood in long- 
stay hospital wards. Although 
they are not ill, the patients’ 
way Of life is ‘at the mercy of 
old-fashioned hospital regimes 
and pseudo-medical organisa- 
tion of accommodation and 
staffing.’ 

However, the report is per- 
haps less than fair to those 
who have to work in long-stay 
hospitals — a grossly abused 
and underpaid sector of the 
National Health Service. It 
cannot be much fun for doctors 


_ and nurses to spend their days 


in the grim Victorian barracks 
which house many of our sub- 
normality wards. Most of 
them sincerely try, under appal- 
ling conditions, to make life a 
little brighter for the children 
in their care. 

The Spastics Society has long 
campaigned against the type of 
conditions outlined in this reé- 


port, but it fully recognises the 
excellent work being carried 
out by hard-pressed staff who 
are just as much victims of the 


system as are the patients 
themselves. 

The system obviously needs 
to undergo a radical transform- 
ation and the report suggests 
that one way of doing this 
would be to transfer responsi- 
bility for all handicapped 
children from the Health Ser- 
vice to the local authorities. 
The working party recom- 
mends that each authority 
should build small community 
home units where the children 
could live families with 
houseparents and _ the few 
children who, for medical rea- 
sons, still ‘need hospital care, 
should be provided with full 


as 


educational -facilities and fre- 
quent visits from child care 
experts. 


‘No Childhood’ is available 
from the Council for Child- 
ren’s Welfare, 183/189 Finchley 
Read, London NW3 — price 
60p. 


Heather Williams. Presen- 
tation arrangements were 
made by area supervisor 
Eric Watson. 


Has inflation 
killed the 


group centre? 


AFTER 12 years’ service to 
York and _ District Spastics 
Group, Mr Peter Day has re- 


He 
told delegates to the group’s 


signed the chairmanship. 


22nd annual general meeting 
that his of office had 


brought him much happiness, 


term 


but it was ‘with a measure of 
that 


to a Successor a group without 


sadness’ he handed over 


a centre, home or hostel for 


spastics in the area. 

He said: ‘With inflation, it is 
almost impossible for a single 
group to finance a project. It 
has to be done on a regional 
or perhaps a national basis.’ 

During the meeting, Mrs 
Doris Simpson was elected as 
the new chairman. She is the 
mother of an 18-year-old 


-handicapped. daughter and a 


former member of the group’s 
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-‘Lightwriter 


gift from 
Castle MPs 


THROUGH the genero- 
sity of past and vresent 
members of the Royal 
Military Police Company 
at Edinburgh Castle, the 
problem of spastic child- 
ren and adults in_ the 
Lothians whose disabili- 


ties prevent their com- 
municating easily were 
greatly lightened followmg 
a ceremony at the RMP 
Club in the Castle on 
June 7. 

It took the form of a pre- 
sentation by Major J. L. 
Moffat, Officer Commanding, 
on behalf of the Club, of a 
£500 portable ‘lightwriter’ to 
Mr William Houston, Secre- 
tary of the Scottish Council for 
Spastics. The machine-is, in 
effect, a sophisticated form of 
typewriter with a small, mov- 
able _television-type screen 


along which the typed message 
appears, fhus enabling the 
handicapped operator fo carry 
on a conversation. 

Mr Houston, who was 
accompanied by Miss A. M. S. 
Paterson, the Council’s chief 
speech therapist in Eastern 
Scotland, said the lightwriter 
would be mainly used at the 
Trinity Centre for Spastics im 
Edinburgh. 

‘We are tremendously grate- 
ful for this generous and 
imaginative gift not only be- 
cause it will benefit spastics 
themselves, but because it is 
the kind of equipment which 
inflation-hit charities’ such as 
ourselves are finding it inereas- 
ingly difficult to provide, he 


| said. 


Major Moffat explained that 
the lightwriter had been 
bought through Club funds 
accumulated over the years and 
therefore represented a cen- 
tribution by past RMPs as 
well as those now serving. 
While the Club had made 
donations to many other chari- 
ties, credit for the idea of the 
lightwriter lay with Sergeant 
M. J. Ferrier. AI] members of 
the Club were present ai the 
ceremony, including four 
policewomen. 
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NEED HELP — 


GETTING UP ? 


TRY A CUSHION-LIFT CHAIR® 


FORTHO-KINETIC 


25 Rumbridge Street, Totton, Southampten SO4 40@ 


. — THE CHAIR THAT NEEDS 


NO HELP FROM YOU! 


Just a touch of the finger — that’s 
_all the Cushion-Lift needs fo raise 
$ 


you slowly, safely, and put you 

firmly on.your feet. 
No manual pressure is required; 
the chair does all the work... 


*. and takes the physical effort out 


of getting up and sitting down. 
The Cushion-Lift ts an 
invaluable aid te the 
severely handicapped or 
disabled and those 
afflicted with 
Parkinson's disease, 
arthritis, multiple 
sclerosis, stroke, ete. 


S 
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Send this coupon NOW for a fully illustrated FREE brochure — it could , 


y_ help te make life more enjoyable, 
| Name. 
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TWO of the students from 


Nonnington College of 


Physical Education, Peter Nowail and Gaye Ison, who 
were helping out at the Games, measure the shot putt 
efforts of Richard Page, from the Thomas Delarue 


School. 
re 


Trying 


place 


PLANS are now well 
-ahead for the 1975 
Spastics Games, which 
will be held at Not- 
tingham University on 
July 19 and 20. And 
throughout the coun- 
try, hundreds of spas- 
tics have been taking 
part in Area Games in 
an attempt to qualify 


for the finals. 

The games are becoming 
more and more popular 
each ~ year, especially © in 
Scotland. There were more 
than 120 contestants at this 


years Scottish Games, 
held at Dunfermline Col- 
ege, Edinburgh, com- 


pared with 39 last year. 

These games also high- 
lighted the new move of 
integration in education 
between the disabled and 
non-disabled. For one 
contestant was from Calder 
High School, which is an 
ordinary school, | which 
happens to have .a number 
ot spastic pupils. 

The events are much the 
same as last year, with one 


— —s aE ae 


in 


Disabled will 
lobby MP's 


THE Disabled Drivers Asso- 
ciation is organising a mass 
Parliamentary lobby, to be 
held at the beginning of the 


next session, and is hoping to 
get as many disabled peaple 
as possible to take part. 

Oné of the major topics 
they will be. discussing with 
MP’s is inflation, and the 
drastic effect this is having on 
the physically handicapped. 
The lobby will take place in 
Westminster Hall, because the 
House of Common lobbies are 
difficult for disabled people to 
reach, 


for a 
finals 


addition ,— target _ throwing. 
Contestants have to’ hurl a 
bean bag at a target, with the 
aim of scoring a bull’s eye. 

Said The Spastics Society’s 
physical education adviser, Mr 
Arthur Edwards: “This. event 
will allow some of the more 
severely handicapped spastics 
to take part in the games.’ 

Otherwise, events include 
precision javelin, distance jave- 
lin, « discus, shot; light shot, 
light ball, cricket pall, club, 
long jump, high jump, wheel- 
chair races, wheelchair slalom. 
tricycle races and slalom, run- 
ning races and electric wheel- 
chair test. 

Altogether there were eight 
area games, On a blazing June 
7, they were held ‘at the 
Thomas Delarue School at 
Tonbridge; The National Sports 
Centre, Sophia Gardens, Car- 
diff; Lancaster Training 
Centre and Norton Manor 
Camp, Taunton. On June 14, 
they were held at Keswick 
Hall College, Norwich, and 
Wilfred Pickles School, Dud- 
dington, near Stamford, Lin- 
colnshire. The Newcastle 
Games were held at Percy 
Hedly School on the 18th, and 
the Scottish Games were on 
the 21st. 


PICTURE below: Getting 
off the ground in the high 
jump event is Deborah 
Day, of the Thomas 
Delarue School. 


CAROL PEACOCK, of the Thomas Delarue School, 


taking part in the club throwing event. 


THROWING the soft ball is not as easy as it looks, as 
Pauline Tizzard, of Thomas Delarue School demonstrates. 


Big warm-up to Spastics Games 


{ 
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BUSILY studying form is Andrew Nisbett (seated), 
watched by helpers Mr Peter Clary and Mavis Meredith, 
and competitor Philip Coulthard, of Infield Manor School. 
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LOTS of careful concentration is needed to confrol an 
electric wheelchair with the precision and skill shown by 


Jean Gefford, of the Thomas Delarue School. She’ 
} . ; r 

watched by Graham Stabbs and Ruth Cranch, of Nom 

nington College. = 


Every local group for spastics 


welcomes new volunteers. Could — 


YOU help ? Your local group is: 


by F. J. Parsons Ltd Hastings, ¢ i The | 
k 4; Farsons Ltd, 1 33, and she 
Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent. London WIN tae! 
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